
The topic of hunting deer
over corn seems to have a
lot in common with religion.
Many conflicting doctrines
exist among hunters and are
devoutly held and stoutly
defended. Every true
believer is convinced that
his is the one true gospel,
and that all others should be
denied entrance, if not to
Heaven, then at least to the
record book.  

Some regard baiting as
a sin and an abomination,
unsporting, unfair to the
deer, and not worthy of
the title “hunting.”  These
are obviously in the
minority.  

Something over 90
percent of all bucks
harvested in Texas are said
to die very close to an active
corn feeder.  According to
Texas A&M professor Dr.
Neal Wilkins, Texas hunters
buy 300 million pounds of
corn each season, which
figures out to about 75
pounds for every living
buck, doe and fawn in the
state.  If all that corn were
purchased in bags at $5/bag,
it would work out to a $60
million annual pop to the
state’s economy … but it
wasn’t; many tons are deliv-
ered in bulk.  

One 20,000-acre hunting
lease reported buying
388,000 pounds of corn in
one recent season. (I’m
snitching these figures from
Ray Sasser’s brilliant article
in volume 2, issue 3 of the
beautiful new magazine,
Texas Sporting Journal. If
you haven’t seen this maga-
zine, you’re missing an
exceptional read.)

These numbers make
Texas deer hunters some-
thing of a laughingstock in
some other states. I’ve
heard non-residents sneer
that Texans aren’t deer
hunters, but snipers. There
is, of course, a grain of
truth in this. Baiting non-
migratory game, however,
is legal in Texas (and
elsewhere). 

As Sasser points out, the
Boone and Crockett Club
fair-chase rules, which for
many hunters are the stan-

dard of hunting ethics, say
nothing about legal baiting
and accept corn-fed
trophies for entry into “the
book”.  

Many biologists, ranchers,
hunting outfitters and
guides, and hunters testify
that corning is beneficial to
the deer themselves,
permitting more accurate
judgments of age and antler
quality, and thus more
discriminating selection of
bucks for harvest, as well as
more precise shooting for
cleaner kills and fewer lost
cripples.  

In some parts of East
Texas and most of South
Texas, it’s nearly impossible
to hunt successfully without
somehow luring bucks out
of the dense thickets. There
is a case to be made for
baiting, although opponents
may not admit it.

There’s also more than
one style of baiting.  Most
familiar is the automatic
feeder, activated by a clock
timer. Another is the “sen-
dero feeder” on the tailgate
of a pickup truck, from
which corn can be scattered
while driving along a ranch
road by a switch activated
by the driver. A buddy of
mine uses a hand-pushed
lawn fertilizer spreader to
corn areas accessible only
on foot. 

My wife once started a
single-kernel line of corn at
an arroyo several hundred
yards from her South Texas
tripod and walked the bait
straight to the stand, one
kernel every few inches.  A
huge 10-point buck – easily
160-class - soon appeared at
the far end of the line and
followed it kernel by kernel
to within 50 yards of her
position. I know about the

buck because she forgot all
about shooting and recorded
the whole thing on
videotape. (We never saw
that buck again.)

Old geezers like me
began hunting back when
baiting was unheard-of. We
also learned hunting skills
and tactics that seem
forgotten today.  I’ve hunted
whitetails for more than 60
years and have collected
well over 200 bucks (I lost
count long ago).  The only
bucks of that number that
were shot over a feeder were
management culls.

That’s because I find it,
well, unsatisfying, to shoot a
buck that has been “trained”
to come to the same place at
the same hour every day. I
therefore avoid the use of
automatic feeders except for
harvesting does and cull
bucks.  But I’m not a purist:
I do use a sendero feeder to
corn roads at stands when

hunting there, not more
often than every three or
four days.  This may stop or
slow down a crossing buck,
perhaps giving me a few
more seconds to judge his
age and antlers and/or make
a careful shot.

This is a purely personal
decision for each of us.  I’d
never try to tell you how to
hunt.  As long as it’s legal,
do it in whatever manner
suits you. And good hunting.
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One justification offered for hunting over corn feeders
is the difficulty – if not impossibility – of getting a clean
shot at a buck in thickets like this – which cover most
of east and south Texas and parts of the Hill Country.

To corn, or 
not to corn

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person
SPORTING TIMES LUNAR TIMES

2003                   A. M.                P. M.         
November Minor     Major     Minor   Major    Sunrise   Sunset   Moonrise Moon Up   Moon Down

28  Fri         9:44   3:30    10:13  3:59   7:12     5:36     12:07p   5:23p    4:55a
29  Sat      10:43  4:30    11:09  4:56   7:13     5:36   12:48p   6:15p    5:50a
30  Sun     11:35  5:23    11:59  5:47   7:14     5:36      1:22p   7:02p    6:39a

December
1  Mon      -----    6:09    12:20  6:30   7:14     5:36    1:52p   7:46p    7:24a
2  Tue       12:38  6:49    12:59  7:09   7:15     5:36    2:20p   8:26p    8:06a
3  Wed       1:15  7:25      1:35  7:45   7:16     5:36    2:47p   9:07p    8:47a
4  Thu        1:50  8:00       2:10  8:20   7:17     5:36    3:14p   9:47p    9:27a

Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour                   Accurate within 1 minute
F = Full Moon    N = New Moon    Q = Quarter     > = Peak activity
Tip: Spinners and topwater plugs retrieved medium fast working well!         

Lines marked <  > indicate best fishing at sunrise or sunset!
Solunar Services, Inc.                        http://www.solunar.com

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES
Hunt, Texas               
Longitude  99.20 Latitude  30.04
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Photo by John Wootters

John Wootters is a semi-
retired outdoors writer with
more than 30 years
experience. He was editor of
Peterson’s hunting magazine
and author of the monthly
column “Buck Sense” and
has written the all-time best
selling book on deer hunting,
“Hunting Trophy deer.” He
has served on the Board of
Directors of the National Rifle
Association,  and written for
“Shooting Times,” “Rifle,”
“Handloader,” “Guns &
Ammo” and Peterson’s
“Hunting.” 

Stephen,
I have a 6-year-old horse

who doesn’t like to have his
feet cleaned; he picks them
up well but won’t let me hold
them to clean them thorough-
ly. I have been told to hold
his foot tightly and not let
him jerk away, but this
always leads to a wrestling
match that I invariably lose.
Also, my horse's feet have an
awful smell and I have won-
dered if this might be part of
the problem!

Often questions come
which have so many possible
answers that it is difficult to
have faith in any single solu-
tion that is not based on
firsthand knowledge of the
situation; however, as in this
case, at times the questions
offer such telling clues that
their answers become almost
academic. Now, with that
said, watch me be as wrong
as I can be.

Right from the top of my
head, I would say that you
are facing a case of thrush.
This is a fungal infection that
affects the frog of your
horse’s foot, and is char-
acterized by a black residue
of decomposing tissue, the
foul smell you cited,
sloughing of the outer layers
of the frog and tenderness of
the foot while the horse is
working or is having his feet
picked.

Fortunately, even in
advanced cases, thrush is
quite easy to treat. Many
products are on the market
that are specifically designed
to remedy this condition and
there are also treatments that
I have used that require no
more that a few items that
you may already have
around the house.

Two that come immediate-
ly to mind are iodine and a
clorox solution; both can be
applied around the horse’s
frog and will clear up the
problem with a week or 10
days of daily application.

My favorite thrush remedy
is any product that contains
copper naphthenate; these
are easy to find at feed and
tack stores. I have yet to see
a case of thrush that these

products can’t knock out in
three to five days of
application and a once or
twice weekly preventative
use will normally keep the
fungus from returning. 

Just remember that when
you treat the horse that you
need to apply the solution
after thoroughly cleaning the
foot, especially the area
around the frog; and it is best
to use your hoof pick to work
these treatments down into
the cracks between the sole of
your horses foot and his frog.

Now as for your horse not
wanting to let you hold his
foot up for cleaning, this will
go a long way towards solv-
ing that problem.

Another helpful practice
would be to make sure that
once you pick up the foot,
don’t hold it tightly, that is
annoying to the horse; rather,
cup or cradle the foot in your
hand as soon as he relaxes
and then put it down
immediately. Do this a few
times in a row, gradually
holding his foot for longer
and longer periods of time
and only hold tightly when
he tries to move or take his
foot away, always going
back to soft cradling as soon
as he shows any sign of
relaxation.

Between this and clearing
up the suspected thrush your
problem just may by solved.
Let me know something; it
was great to hear from you
and thanks for the question,

Horse Bits

Stephen Daugherty

A lifelong student of the
horse, Stephen Daugherty has
trained and instructed
professionally since the age
of 18 and admittedly still
learns every day. He lives and
works in the Kerrville area
and is available for personal
consulting, training or
instructing. He can be
reached by e-mail at

Horse’s foot
problems
may be thrush
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