
Ruining a good deer
stand is easy.  I used to do it
without even knowing it.
You can do it in about three
days, simply by using it too
much.

I first wrote about “stand
burnout” many years ago,
and a friend of mine, anoth-
er writer who lives in North
Dakota, told me later that
he’d never noticed, until he
read my piece, the gradual
decline in deer sightings
from a new tripod in a hot
spot.  

“The first day I hunted
there,” he said, “whitetails
practically walked between
the legs of the tripod.  I’d
seen a fine buck there, and I
hunted it pretty hard early in
the season, but he never
showed up.  After I read
your piece on stand
burnout, the light dawned:
the more I hunted that
stand, the fewer deer I saw
from it, and even those few
sightings were at two or
three hundred yards.”  This
fellow is a handgun hunter,
and that kind of range is
stretching a pistol barrel
pretty hard.

Another friend was the
manager of a large hunting
club in a river bottom in
east Texas. He’s also a
wildlife professor at a uni-
versity and as part of a

research project, he had
radio-collared several
mature bucks on the club
property so he could track
their movements.  

The club had a number of
comfortable box blinds
strategically located around
the property, and they were
quite regularly occupied
during deer season.

“Watching those bucks
work their way between our
stands reminded me of NFL
wide receivers finding the
seams in a zone defense,”
he chuckled. “They had
their routes laid out very
precisely, so they could
walk between two stands
with minimum exposure to
a hunter in either one.
Obviously, they understood
the nature and purpose of
those blinds perfectly.”

A hunter cannot drive or
walk to a deer blind every
day for three consecutive
days without notifying

every whitetail of either sex
living within a quarter-mile
radius of the blind that dan-
ger lurks there.  

On my Webb County
ranch I recorded sightings
from new stands on
senderos offering long vis-
tas through the brush. On
the first day I might see
multiple bucks within easy
rifleshot, but after three
days of steady hunting from
that stand, the sightings – if
any – were of deer crossing
the sendero perhaps three or
four hundred yards down-
wind.

And deer don’t forget
quickly, either; I also saw
bucks stick their heads out
of the brush and study a
favorite hunting stand for
many minutes before
exposing themselves – and
this was in summertime
when no human had been
near that stand for more
than six months!

Not even an automatic
corn feeder can overcome
the stand burnout syn-
drome.  The animals just
shift their visits mostly to
nighttime.  

Out of curiosity, I once
put in a new ground blind
and swept all the trails and
sandy spots downwind of it
clean of tracks. The very
next morning the sign plain-

ly revealed that deer had
scent-checked the new
blind under cover of night.
And some of those tracks
were too big to be does.

Is there any way to beat
stand burnout? Yes, a cou-
ple of ways.  The first and

best is to avoid hunting the
same blind more than one
half-day per week.

The second is to devise
an approach to a new stand
that lets you reach and enter
it with minimum exposire
at any point along the way.

An example might be walk-
ing to the stand under cover
of the banks of a gully or
creek, or behind a ridge.
Lacking a gully, try to find
— or clear — an upwind
approach through heavy
underbrush, along which
you can quietly move
unseen. Be extremely care-
ful about your scent, even if
you’re a gun hunter.  And
make a point of getting into
the stand well before day-
light and leaving it after
dark. In other words, take
every possible precaution to
avoid being seen, heard, or
smelled while getting to or
from the stand, as well as
when actually in/on the
stand.

I know this is all a lot of
extra trouble, but it can
make the difference
between having a chance at
the cunning old wallhanger
bucks and settling for those
immature pencil-horns for
which the Hill Country is
famous.
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To preserve a well-placed deer stand’s usefulness, let it
rest a few days between hunts, and take great care
not to let a passing whitetail become aware of your
approach, presence, or departure.  

How to ruin a perfectly 
good hunting stand

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person
SPORTING TIMES                                           LUNAR TIMES

2003                        A. M.            P. M.         

November Minor     Major     Minor   Major    Sunrise Sunset     Moonrise Moon Up   Moon Down
7  Fri >          3:38    9:48    3:58  10:09     6:54   5:46      5:11p    11:48p      11:27a
8  Sat >        4:17  10:28    4:38  10:49      6:55   5:45     5:41p     ------         12:09p
<  9  Sun F   5:00  11:11    5:23  11:34      6:56   5:44     6:14p    12:31a       12:54p>
10  Mon >    5:47  11:59    6:11   -----        6:57   5:44     6:52p    1:17a           1:40p
11  Tue >      6:39  12:26    7:03  12:51      6:57   5:43     7:34p     2:04a          2:29p
12  Wed       7:32    1:20    7:58    1:45      6:58    5:42     8:21p     2:54a         3:19p
13  Thu        8:28    2:15    8:54    2:41      6:59    5:42     9:13p     3:44a         4:10p

Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour                   Accurate within 1 minute
F = Full Moon  N = New Moon  Q = Quarter           > = Peak activity
Tip: Try jigs tipped w/chub minnows along the weed-beds.  

Times adjusted for DST
Lines marked <  > indicate best fishing at sunrise or sunset!
Solunar Services, Inc.                        http://www.solunar.com

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES
Hunt, Texas               
Longitude  99.20 Latitude  30.04

John Wootters is a semi-
retired outdoors writer with
more than 30 years experi-
ence. He was editor of
Peterson’s hunting magazine
and author of the monthly
column “Buck Sense” and
has written the all-time best
selling book on deer hunting,
“Hunting Trophy deer.” He
has served on the Board of
Directors of the National Rifle
Association,  and written for
“Shooting Times,” “Rifle,”
“Handloader,” “Guns &
Ammo” and Peterson’s
“Hunting.” 

Hunter Education class  scheduled
The fourth Hunter

Education class for 2003
has been scheduled for Nov.
10, 11 and 13. 

Texas law requires that
people born after
September 2, 1971 must
take a Hunter Education
course before hunting in
Texas. The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Hunter Education
course also fulfills require-
ments for other states.

The course requires
attendance on all three
evenings, plus a satisfactory
score on the final exam. 

Classes will run from
6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. each
night at the UGRA Building
located at 125 Lehman
Drive off of Sidney Baker
South.

“Everyone is welcome to

come, the course covers
Hunting Laws and
Traditions, Ethics,
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
Conservation, Game
Management, Modern and
Primitive Arms, and
Survival,” said Bryant
Truitt, Hunter Education
Area Chief Instructor.

“Every year parents
come to drop off students,
get interested and stay to
learn. Even experienced
hunters who take the train-
ing, as a review, tell us they
learn a lot,” he said.

The course fee is $10.
Attendees are required to
have their Social Security
Number with them; stu-
dents under age 17 require
parental signature.

Graduates will receive a

Texas Hunter Education
handbook, decal and patch,
as well as their Texas
Hunter Education certifica-
tion card. The card is good
for life.

Minimum age for Texas
Hunter Education certifica-
tion is 12 years; children
younger than 12 may take
the course, but will be
required to retake the
course after their 12th birth-
day to earn their certificate.

Truitt will be the chief
instructor for the course and
will be assisted by a team of
several other Texas Hunter
Education instructors.

Pre-registration is not
required. For more informa-
tion please call the Texas
Parks & Wildlife
Department at 257-7611.

Outdoors

My editor, and I suspect,
many of my readers will be
relieved to notice that this
week I am attempting to
shorten my column some-
what.

This may prove to be
something of a difficult task
for me, since, as many of my
friends and acquaintances
already know full well, I am
naturally a bit long winded,
especially when it comes to
the subject of horses.

However, in my defense I
must say that the topic I
cover is multi-faceted and
there are seldom any rote
answers which will cover all
of the infinite numbers of
variables which come into
play during the pursuit of
any equestrian activity.

What I have tried to do is
answer questions and give
advice with the primary
focus being the safety of the
rider and the well being of
the horses. In my mind, that
makes the article valuable as
an information source and a
great place to start in one’s
search for answers, and I

encourage you to continue
reading and sending me
your questions.

What this article cannot
be, though, is a replacement
for proper instruction and
training, which are two
things that I have tried to
advocate strongly in many
of my previous articles.

The same will hold true as
I respond to this week’s
question that comes from a
young reader who is dealing
with an all- too-common
problem.

I am 13 years old and
have been riding for three
years. I have a nice pony
that I like very much but she
runs away with me some-

times, and the last time I fell
off. I like her and I like to
ride but this can be scary
and not fun. What can I do
to stop her?

I consider the term “run
away” to be somewhat mis-
leading since the problem
usually starts long before the
horse or pony ever gets into
a run. To me, a rider can be
run away with at the walk,
trot, and slow canter. By this
I mean that any time your
horse doesn’t listen and
respond to you and your
commands, then you are out
of control and consequently
being run away with.

If your horse will not
stand quietly and patiently
when you ask and for as
long as you ask; if they will
not walk quietly to and from
their barn or stable and if
they will not maintain a gait
of your choosing; then that
becomes a training issue and
you should find a qualified
professional to help you fix
these foibles and help you
learn how to keep them

from returning.
For today I would like to

concentrate on telling you
how to literally stop your
horse. It is best if you pay
special attention to recog-
nizing the problem as early
as possible during the ride;
in other words, the sooner
you realize that your pony is
not listening to you and take
steps to make her listen (see
below) then the less pro-
nounced the problem will be
and the easier it will be to
put a stop to. 

The best way to do this is
to put your mount into a
very tight one rein turn or
circle until they calm down,
then let them go about their
business again as if nothing
has happened but be ready at
a moment’s notice to turn
them into this circle again
and as often as needed; now,
they might show signs of
getting rambunctious almost
immediately after being
released from the tight cir-
cle, but be patient and con-
tinue using this method and
the horse will get the idea

that it gets nowhere fast
until it decides to do it your
way. 

If your horse has already
jumped into a run and you
find your self without con-
trol, then the first thing to do
is to keep your head about
you and above all remember
that you know how to ride.
This may sound like strange
advice but many people find
themselves in a runaway sit-
uation and completely
freeze up forgetting that
they have the ability to ride
a running horse, even
though they may have inten-
tionally gone just as fast on
horseback many times
before. 

So, if your horse is run-
ning, keep your feet in the
stirrups with your heels
down, sit up in the saddle,
shorten your reins and ride;
all the while looking for
ways to regain control.

You can put a steady firm
pull on the reins and hold
until the horse responds,
even slightly, then give a
small release and re-apply

the pressure; doing this until
the horse slows to a com-
fortable pace and then circle
him down until he stops. If
you have the space avail-
able, you can also begin
your circle while he is still
running. This maneuver can
take a lot of room to execute
since the circle will start out
very large and gradually spi-
ral down to a turn that is so
tight that your horse can no
longer run.

If he won’t respond to
your circling, cue to one
side then try the other; and if
none of the above sugges-
tions seem to work then you
might want to find a trainer
or instructor and to be hon-
est a new horse might not be
a bad idea either.

Horse Bits

Stephen Daugherty

A lifelong student of the
horse, Stephen Daugherty has
trained and instructed profes-
sionally since the age of 18
and admittedly still learns
every day. He lives and works
in the Kerrville area and is
available for personal consult-
ing, training or instructing. He
can be reached by e-mail at
stephenwd@hotmail.com

If horse doesn’t listen, you’ve got a problem

 


