
The Hill Country Master
Gardeners will be hosting an
education seminar March 30
at 2 p.m. on the control of
fire ants utilizing the two-
step method.

This method, which
includes the broadcasting of
fire ant bait as well as treat-
ing individual mounds, was
developed by Texas A&M
University’s Department of
Entomology.

Speaker for the seminar
will be Nathan Riggs,
Entomologist, Bexar County
Extension Office. Riggs has
had many years experience
working to control fire ants
and will be presenting the

latest information regarding
fire ant control from Texas
A&M.

He will review treatment
options such as the use of
granular products, liquid
drenches, baiting, “organic”
or plant-derived products,
boiling water and shoveling.
The coordinated
Neighborhood Pest
Elimination program also
will be discussed.

The public is invited to
attend this timely seminar,
which will be held at the Kerr
County Extension Office at
3650 Hwy. 27 in Kerrville.
There is no cost for attending
the seminar but donations

will be accepted to help
defray costs of the event.

For more information
about the seminar, call the
Kerr County Extension
Office at (830) 257-6568.

Mind you, I am not claim-
ing to have invented the
turkey decoy, but I did carve
a life-sized hen turkey from a
block of Styrofoam before I
ever saw a manufactured
turkey decoy.  And Delilah,
as I named her, did lure a
wild gobbler to my gun on
her first outing, on the
Nueces River a little down-
stream from Montel.

Many Texas hunters today
do not realize that the first-
ever spring gobbler season in
this state was in 1970. Texas
had no spring-turkey hunting
tradition, and Texans, by and
large, had no idea of how to
go about calling up a
lovesick tom.  

The only turkey hunting
experience most of us had at
that time was potting an
occasional gobbler with a
deer rifle during the fall
whitetail season. We quickly
learned the tragic futility of
hitting a turkey’s body with a
high-velocity expanding bul-
let, but few of us could hit a
turkey’s head or neck with a
rifle.  So we started with zero
background in turkey tactics
when the new spring season
was announced.

About all we could do was
buy a turkey call and read the
instructions, or maybe pur-
chase a record or audio tape
that provided some clue to
what kind of noises a turkey
call was supposed to make
— but told us nothing about

how to hunt springtime
turkeys.  

If you’re a serious turkey
hunter today, you can imag-
ine some of the antics that
took place throughout the
Hill Country in the name of
hunting turkeys. I have to
believe that some of the gob-
blers that died that season
must have laughed them-
selves to death.

The only salvation for the
hunters was that the turkeys
themselves had never experi-
enced a spring hunting sea-
son, either.  They were unbe-
lievably tolerant of what had
to be some of the worst
turkey calling ever heard.  A
buddy with whom I shared a
deer lease in Val Verde
County bought a box call
with instruction sheet (hav-
ing never, like most of us,
heard a proper yelp, purr, or
cut in his life) and went hunt-
ing.  Over that first weekend
he called up a gobbler for
himself and one each for his
wife and teenaged son.  All

three birds were collected,
and he came home wonder-
ing what all the fuss over this
spring turkey hunting was
about.  I must add that during
the years since, the Texas
gobblers have learned a thing
or two about calls, and so has
my friend.

So did we all, in fact. If
assassinating a gobbler were
really as easy as he thought it
was after his first hunt, most
of us wouldn’t bother. The
majority of us came home
from that 1970 season
empty-handed and humiliat-
ed by a bird known not to
have sense enough to come
in out of the rain (ask any
turkey farmer).

But we learned, slowly,
painfully, but thoroughly,

about turkey habits, calls,
camouflage, guns, and – yes,
decoys. Meantime, Texas
turkey flocks have flourished
and spread, so there are more
birds available to hunters, in
more counties, than ever
before. And we became
turkey addicts, many of us,
awaiting the spring gobbler
season as eagerly as ever we
anticipated opening day of
deer season.

What became of Delilah?
Her Styrofoam body gradu-
ally got broken, dented and
chipped, and her paint job
suffered accordingly, until
she looked less like a turkey
hen than some grotesque,
short-necked snow goose
and was replaced with a
commercial model. She and I

never collaborated on anoth-
er gobbler.

But Delilah had her
moment of triumph … and
so did I!

John Wootters is a semi-
retired outdoors writer with
more than 30 years experi-
ence. He was editor of
Peterson’s “Hunting” maga-
zine and author of the
monthly column “Buck
Sense” and has written the
all-time best selling book on
deer hunting, “Hunting
Trophy Deer.” He has served
on the Board of Directors of
the National Rifle
Association,  and written for
“Shooting Times,” “Rifle,”
“Handloader,” “Guns &
Ammo” and Peterson’s
“Hunting.”
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John Wootters

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person

SPORTING TIMES LUNAR TIMES
2004                   A. M.                P. M.         

March  Minor     Major     Minor   Major    Sunrise   Sunset   Moonrise Moon Up   Moon Down

26  Fri         9:39      3:27    10:03   3:51      6:33       6:51         9:57a      5:12p       4:48a
27  Sat      10:31     4:19     10:56   4:44      6:32       6:52       10:40a      6:02p       5:37a
28  Sun Q 11:23     5:11     11:49   5:36      6:30       6:52       11:28a      6:53p       6:27a
29  Mon   -----         6:01     12:14   6:27      6:29       6:53      12:21p      7:44p       7:18a
30  Tue      12:38     6:51       1:03   7:16      6:28       6:54        1:18p       8:35p       8:10a
31  Wed      1:25     7:37       1:50    8:03     6:27       6:54         2:18p      9:25p       9:00a
1  Thu          2:10     8:22      2:34    8:47      6:26       6:55        3:20p    10:14p        9:50a

Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour                   Accurate within 1 minute
F = Full Moon    N = New Moon    Q = Quarter     > = Peak activity

Tip: Lily pads w/plastic worm? Cast the openings and let worm sink.      

Lines marked <  > indicate best fishing at sunrise or sunset!

Solunar Services, Inc.                        http://www.solunar.com

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES Hunt, Texas               
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Here Wootters’ homemade hen turkey decoy, Delilah, poses proudly with her one
and only victim.

Photo by John Wootters

The story 
of Delilah

Horse Bits

by
Stephen Daugherty

is unavailable
this week

257-4121

Drive up window
for rainy days.

We Deliver!

200 Wesley Dr.
Medical Arts Plaza

Convenient 
Drive-thru Window

Dog 
agility
meet this
weekend

Area residents are invited
next weekend to watch a live
dog agility competition with
dogs running, jumping and
weaving through an obstacle
course. 

The competition will be
April 3-4, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Hill Country Youth
Exhibit Center (Ag Barn), on
Texas 27 east of Kerrville.
Admission is free for specta-
tors.

The United States Dog
Agility Association and Hill
Country Agility of Kerrville
sponsor this event. 

One hundred fifty dogs
and their handlers have
entered as competitors from
all parts of Texas and
Louisiana. Dogs and han-
dlers are seeking to meet
requirements to earn titles
from USDAA. 

On Saturday, one of the
events is a Steeplechase.
Handlers will be vying to
advance to round two on
Sunday, with the potential
to earn a portion of the
purse.

Four Texas competitors
who will be in the show have
been chosen for the United
States 2004 Team to compete
in the International
Federation of Cynological
Sports (ICPS) World Agility
Championships. The event
will be in Valencia, Spain,
May 6-9, and they will be
competing against teams
from Austria, Canada, Japan,
Russia and Spain.

The sport of dog agility is
becoming popular and is
often seen on television.  It is
a fast-paced sport that
involves a dog running under
the direction of his handler
through a timed course con-
sisting of a sequence of
obstacles. 

The judge of the competi-
tion designs the pattern of the
placement of the obstacles.
These obstacles consist of
jumps, a seesaw, an A-frame,
tunnels, a long elevated dog-
walk and weave poles.  The
dogs’ handlers are allowed a
brief period before the event
to “walk” the course and plan
their handling strategies.

For more information,
contact Dave or Caroline
Hanson at 830-792-4728 or
e-mail cdhanson@ktc.com.

Texas Two-Step Method of 
fire ant control to be presented

Nathan Riggs

Bamburger to 
speak at Earth Day
Celebration April 24

Noted Conservationist J.
David Bamberger will speak
at the Earth Day Celebration
scheduled for April 24 at
Riverside Nature Center. 

Bamberger is  co-founder
and former chairman of
Church’s Fried Chicken.
Since his retirement in 1989,
Bamberger has devoted him-
self entirely to his passion for
environmental and conserva-
tion issues. 

Bamberger has served on
numerous conservation
boards and currently serves
on the boards of the National
Area Preservation
Association and Texas Parks
and Wildlife’s Private Land
Board. He also serves in an
advisory capacity with the
Texas Nature Conservancy.

Bamberger’s work has
earned him numerous con-
servation awards. He has
appeared on Peter Jennings’
World News Tonight, CBS
Evening News with Dan
Rather and on public televi-
sion. He has been featured in
Texas Monthly, National
Geographic and The New
Yorker.

In a keynote address enti-
tled “A Passion for Trees,”
Bamberger will speak about
his work on the 5,500 acres
of Selah, Bamberger Ranch.
The ranch has been recog-
nized as the largest habitat
restoration project on private
land in the State of Texas. 

Spanning over 30 years,
the project included the
clearing of thousands of
acres of “cedar break” condi-
tions and the planting and
cultivating of native grasses
and a diversity of native trees
not present when the Ranch

was purchased, including the
big tooth maple. He has
increased the occurrence of
some rare trees found on the
Ranch, including the Blanco
Crabapple. He has spent a
great deal of time on the
recovery of an endangered
Texas plant, the Texas
Snowbell.

The innovative agricultur-
al practices Bamberger has
used at Selah have resulted in
flowing artesian springs, a
three-fold increase in bird
counts, and an increase in the
health and size of native
wildlife populations.

Bamberger’s combination
of good agricultural practices
and common sense has
earned him an outstanding
reputation in the community
of ranchers, landowners and
all those interested in the
environment and conserva-
tion issues. 

Bamberger Ranch is a
model for area ranchers and
landowners. The Bambergers
open the ranch for education-
al workshops, seminars and
field trips. They have placed
the ranch in a foundation so
that the educational pro-
grams they have established
can go on in perpetuity. 

David Bamburger

Riverside
Nature Center
to host event

Hill Country Master Gardeners
seminar scheduled March 30

Public invited

                                                  


