
Mark your calendars and
schedule books to shop at the
River Hills Mall for the
Gardeners of Kerrville plant
sale on Friday, March 19
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
Saturday, March 20, from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

My advice is to go early
for the best selection.
These folks are passionate
about their plants.  Many
are serious lifetime Hill
Country gardeners with
greenhouses and lots of
wisdom to share.

This is one of the best
places to buy tomato and
pepper starts in our area.  For
a family of two, with plenty
of produce left over for can-
ning, freezing, marinara
sauce, salsa and to give
away, four Roma tomatoes
and one other variety of your
choice will be plenty.  

Roma tomatoes are hard to
beat for production in the
Hill Country — great for sal-
ads, salsas, sauces, and can-
ning.  The Roma is a very

versatile plum tomato which
produces throughout the
spring, and if pruned in sum-
mer, brings on another prolif-
ic crop in the fall garden.  

At this plant sale, you can
invest $10 and have premi-
um size tomato starts for a
great year.  Hold your new
plants till April 9 for plant-
ing.  A frost will set them
back.

After all this rain, fire ant
colonies are mounding above
ground level and are easily
identifiable. Every Hill

Country Gardener has to
draw up their own battle
plan.  Identify the area you
will defend from fire ants
year around.  Download the
“Texas Two Step:  Organic
Method” of fire ant control
from http://fireant.tamu.edu/.
Purchase your bait product
and contact mound product,
and start treating.  

Broadcast  bait a couple of
times a year, and have some
contact treatment product
handy for times like this
when the rain brings the
colonies above ground.
Spinosad is the latest greatest
ingredient, and is described
in detail in the “Texas Two
Step” handout.  

With spring and summer
just ahead, the Gillespie
County Historical Society is
taking orders for commemo-
rative crape myrtles as part of
a new fund-raising project.

The Crape Myrtle Sale will
encourage Hill Country resi-
dents to add beauty to the
landscapes while honoring
Fredericksburg founder John
O. Meusebach, who was an
avid naturalist, botanist and
gardener, according to Paul

Camfield, executive director
of the Society. The red crape
myrtle trees have unofficially
been named “Meusebach
Reds” by area arborists.

“This is a limited opportu-
nity to plant one or a dozen
of these colorful trees,”
Camfield said. “You are
helping create a living heir-
loom, as the trees you plant
can be enjoyed generation by
generation.”

Purchasers may choose

containerized five-gallon or
15-gallon crape myrtle trees.
The five-gallon trees can be
purchased for $22 and the
fifteen-gallon trees for $50.
Planting instructions and a
fact sheet will accompany
each tree. A tree planting
service is also being offered.

The trees can be picked up
at the Pioneer Museum
grounds on two Saturdays:
April 10 and April 17, from 9
a.m. until 1p.m. Ordering

time is limited, and trees may
be purchased by anyone.

All proceeds will help sup-
port the museum operations of
the Gillespie County
Historical Society. Tree orders
can be placed by calling 830-
997-2835, or by emailing sbu-
ford@pioneermuseum.com.
Payment is made at the time
the order is placed, and Visa
and MasterCard are accepted.

Stephen,
I have just decided to start

taking riding lessons and
your article last week con-
vinced me to start under
English instruction. I would
like to know how many les-
sons will be needed before I
have learned how to ride.

That is a question that I
hear often from beginning
students and the answer is
always the same ... there is
really no telling.

By this I mean that there
are so many variables
involved that the question, in
the form that you asked, it is
almost unanswerable.

Your instructor’s qualifica-
tions and ability, the horses
that are available for you to
learn on, your age, fitness
level and natural ability, and
the amount of time you are
willing to devote to learning
are just a small representa-

tion of these variables.
Another major considera-

tion that many first time stu-
dents find to be a surprising
frustration is that, often, pre-
vious experience with horses
is a detriment to the pupil’s
initial advancement. Old,
incorrect habits must be
purged before proper prac-
tices can replace them and
any negative experiences that
the student has in his or her
riding past will leave scars
that manifest themselves
physically in a new learner’s
responses to a horse’s move-
ments and actions.

The greatest indicator of
how long a rider must take or
will need instruction is the
level of proficiency that they
desire to attain. In other
words, the better you want to
be, the longer you will need
to take lessons.

For an example of this I
will move outside the equine

arena and into the world of
another sporting endeavor,
the world of golf, and point
out that Tiger Woods, who
arguably is the best golfer in
the game at this point, is still
actively taking lessons to
improve his play. Hopefully,
this will give some perspec-
tive on my answer.

Much controversy exists
about which type of gun is
proper for spring gobbler
hunting.  

The argument, you must
understand, is not about
hunting methods, of which
several are current. The only
one that truly qualifies as
hunting, however, is calling
gobblers within shotgun
range. 

This method and this one
alone demands the exercise
of many and varied hunting
skills. All the other methods
are simply sniping and the
only skill required is marks-
manship. They are perfectly
legal and legitimate, but they
amount to food-gathering,
not sport.

The controversy arises
about what you shoot your
bird with when you have
enticed him into range
(which is about 35 yards,
maximum, no matter what
your choice of artillery.) 

The hard-core purist
turkey hunter is convinced
that it’s a mortal sin to slay a
gobbler with anything except
a tightly-choked magnum
shotgun. The sight of a rifle
of any description, especially
one with a scope sight, in a
hunter’s hands is proof-posi-
tive that the knave intends to

knock over an unsuspecting
bird at 150 yards. To the
purist, that sort of thing ranks
right up there with dynamit-
ing the roost.

Having lost the use of my
right (master) eye a decade
or so ago, I made the transi-
tion to shooting a rifle from
my left shoulder reasonably
well, but have never mas-
tered left-handed shotgun-
ning. The dynamics of shoot-
ing a scattergun are totally
different, and the sad truth is
that I’m maybe a little too
old a dog to relearn that trick.

So I sometimes hunt
turkeys with a rifle. One of
my favorites is a little single-
shot chambered for the .357
Magnum pistol cartridge.
Sights are a tang-mounted
peep and front blade. It has
accounted for several gob-
blers with a single bullet

each, none of them beyond
shotgun range. 

Another favorite is a beau-
tiful little deluxe lever-action
with the same sighting
equipment, chambered to the
.32-30 WCF round.  

Still another is an original
Winchester Model 1892 car-
bine in .25-20 WCF. This
one is a genuine collectors’
item and I shouldn’t be drag-
ging it around in the brush,
but it’s a favorite companion
of many years’ standing and I
can’t bear to consign it to the
darkness of a gun safe
forevermore.

None of these weapons is
suitable for whacking
turkeys beyond normal shot-
gun range, so why should the
purists get indignant about
the fact that they fire only
one bullet at a time? They
also require considerably
more skill to make clean kills
on gobblers than any shotgun
at the same distances.

The same is true of my
handguns, with which I’ve
shot most of my called-up
gobblers during the last few
seasons.  I’ve used an open-
sighted .357 Magnum
revolver firing cast-bullet
handloads or even .38
Specials for several gobblers
(including my lifetime best, a

23-pound dinosaur of a Rio
Grande gobbler). I’ve also
scored with a pet .44 Special,
a .41 Special (wildcat), and a
.45 Colt, all open-sighted
single-action revolvers.

A couple of single-shot
handguns, Thompson/Center
Contenders, have also col-
lected turkey dinners for me.
Two favorites are a .256
Winchester Magnum, and a
wildcat .300 Whisper, the lat-
ter loaded with cast bullets to
approximate the .32-20 or
.30 M1 Carbine.  

All of these birds were
called up to within normal
shotgun ranges. In fact, I
have never killed a spring
gobbler with either a rifle or
pistol that would not have
been much easier to take
with a typical magnum shot-
gun set up for turkey hunt-
ing.

I have often urged the
purists to try turkey-hunting
with an open-sighted single-
action pistol for a change.
They just might find that it
puts a little sport into the
game!

To a real purist that’s blas-
phemy and I ought to be
ashamed of myself – but I
just can’t resist it!

John Wootters is a semi-
retired outdoors writer with
more than 30 years experi-
ence. He was editor of
Peterson’s “Hunting” maga-
zine and author of the
monthly column “Buck
Sense” and has written the
all-time best selling book on

deer hunting, “Hunting
Trophy Deer.” He has served
on the Board of Directors of
the National Rifle
Association,  and written for
“Shooting Times,” “Rifle,”
“Handloader,” “Guns &
Ammo” and Peterson’s
“Hunting.”
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Currently Outdoors

John Wootters

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person

SPORTING TIMES LUNAR TIMES
2004                   A. M.                P. M.         

March  Minor     Major     Minor   Major    Sunrise   Sunset   Moonrise Moon Up   Moon Down

19  Fri       4:07  10:19       4:31   10:42     6:41      6:47      6:16a       12:00p        ------
20  Sat      4:51  11:02       5:13   11:24     6:40      6:48      6:46a       12:44p       12:22a
21  Sun N  5:35  11:46      5:56      -----     6:39      6:48      7:15a       1:27p          1:06a
22  Mon    6:20  12:10      6:41    12:31     6:38     6:49       7:44a       2:10p          1:49a
23  Tue      7:07  12:56      7:29     1:18      6:36     6:49       8:13a       2:53p          2:31a
24  Wed    7:56  1:45        8:19     2:07      6:35      6:50      8:44a       3:38p          3:15a
25  Thu      8:47  2:35        9:10    2:59       6:34     6:51      9:19a        4:24p         4:01a

Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour                   Accurate within 1 minute
F = Full Moon    N = New Moon    Q = Quarter     > = Peak activity
Tip: Let plastic worm sink to top of submerged weed-bed before retrieve.   

Lines marked <  > indicate best fishing at sunrise or sunset!

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES Hunt, Texas               

Outdoors

Wootters poses with a fine gobbler called up and col-
lected at 21 paces with the single-shot pistol in his
hand, chambered to a wildcat cartridge similar to the
.32-20 WCF.  Having lost the use of his shooting eye
and unable to use a shotgun from his left shoulder, he
finds turkey-hunting with a handgun challenging and
satisfying.

Photo by John Wootters

Turkey guns, pro and con

A lifelong student of the
horse, Stephen Daugherty
has trained and instructed
professionally since the age
of 18 and admittedly still
learns every day. He lives and
works in the Kerrville area
and is available for personal
consulting, training or
instructing. He can be
reached by e-mail at stephen-
wd@hotmail.com

Number of lessons
needed will vary

Horse Bits

Stephen Daugherty

Down & Dirty
Gardening

Katherine Crawford

Ingram gardener Katherine
Crawford has personal experi-
ence in intensive organic veg-
etable & herb gardening, and 7
years professional experience at
a local landscape company. She
is also a Texas Certified Nursery
Professional. Questions about
gardening or comments about
Down & Dirty Gardening may be
sent to wkcurrent@classicnet.net.

Plant sale this weekend; fire ants

Hwy. 27 E.
(Near the Show Barn)

Kerrville, TX 78028
(830) 257-3312

www.back40supply.com
Store Hours:

7:30-5:30 Mon-Fri
7:30-NOON Saturday

SUPPLY INC.
& TRAILER CENTER

complete line of
trailer parts

and accessories!

Also repairs and 
maintenance 
on trailers:

• Install Receiver Hitches
• Brakes Installed

• Replace/Repair Floors
Also Available: Turnover Ball

CM Stocker Trailer   14’x5’

CM - G.W. Round Up Trailer

Special crape myrtles on sale in Fredericksburg

257-4121

Drive up window
for rainy days.

We Deliver!

200 Wesley Dr.
Medical Arts Plaza

Convenient 
Drive-thru Window

                                                            


