
John Wootters is a semi-
retired outdoors writer with

more than 30 years experi-
ence. He was editor of
Peterson’s hunting magazine
and author of the monthly
column “Buck Sense” and
has written the all-time best
selling book on deer hunting,
“Hunting Trophy deer.” He
has served on the Board of
Directors of the National Rifle
Association,  and written for
“Shooting Times,” “Rifle,”
“Handloader,” “Guns &
Ammo” and Peterson’s
“Hunting.” 

PTO meeting Jan. 12

Ingram Middle School
P.T.O. meeting is Monday,
Jan. 12 at 5 p.m. in the
school library, Room 203.

Jan. 19 student holiday

Friday, Jan. 19 is a stu-

dent holiday. Teachers
have  staff development
that day.

Jan. 22-23 early release,
holiday

Jan. 22 is an early-
release day at 12:15 pm.

Jan. 23 is a holiday.

The Foundation for Rural
Service is hosting the 2004
Youth Tour of Washington,
D.C on June 5-9, 2004. This
year, Hill Country Telephone
Cooperative, Inc. will spon-
sor two participants in this
tour. 
As a sponsor, the

Cooperative will pay all trav-
el expenses (airfare, lodging
and meals).

Students who wish to enter
this competition must meet
the following criteria:
1. Parents or legal

guardians must be members
of Hill Country Telephone
Cooperative, Inc.;
2. Student must be a Junior

in high school;
3. Student must maintain a

grade point average of at
least 3.0;

4. Student must be an
active participant in both
school and community proj-
ects; and,
5. Student must submit an

essay (500-word minimum)
e n t i t l e d
“Telecommunications: Its
Effect on My Future.”
Students who meet these

requirements and wish to

compete should obtain an
application from their high
school guidance counselor.
All applications must be
RECEIVED by the
Cooperative no later than
March 1, 2004. Questions
should be referred to Marie
Loeffler, Scholarship
Chairperson, at 325-265-
4261, or Bernice Fischer, of

Last week we spoke of
aging whitetail deer on the
hoof.  This week we find out
how to tell whether we were
right last week.  
You can grade yourself on

your age judgment on live
deer by learning to “read” the
teeth of dead ones. Then you
mentally assign an age to a
buck you intend to shoot, and
check yourself out by his
teeth.
Whitetails, being rumi-

nants, chew a cud. This
allows them to gather food
rapidly, swallowing and stor-
ing it in the rumen, or first
“stomach.” This minimizes
the time a deer spends mov-
ing around in the open, dis-
tracted by the search for
food. Once he gathers his
day’s meal, he can lie down
in cover and process the food
at leisure, remaining incon-
spicuous and alert to any
threat at the same time.
It also allows him to sub-

sist on rather coarse forage,
the kind from which it takes
longer to extract the nutri-
ents. The first step is chew-
ing the cud.  Naturally, chew-
ing up all those twigs, buds,
acorns and weeds causes
wear on the animal’s molars.
If nothing else kills him first,
a deer will eventually starve
to death even in the midst of

plenty of succulent food
because his teeth wear out.
A biologist named

Severinghaus evolved a sys-
tematic method of reading
the progressive tooth wear of
whitetails. This is the best
available method of aging a
dead deer in the field. There
are other, perhaps more accu-
rate, methods of aging deer
but they require procedures
which can be performed only
in a laboratory, and are there-
fore both expensive and
time-consuming.
The Severinghaus method

can be employed by anybody
willing to take the trouble to
learn it, anywhere a deer jaw-
bone can be examined, takes
only a few minutes, and its
accuracy is adequate for all
practical hunters’ or game
managers’ purposes.
It is not perfect, however.

Sandy, gritty soil can wear a
deer’s teeth faster and cause

them to look older than they
are, and non-abrasive food
such as the protein deer pel-
lets many high-fenced ranch-
es feed make the deer age
younger than he is, perhaps
by as much as two years.
Research is currently under-
way to give us a handle on
that. Also, there is some
inherent error in the
Severinghaus procedure
itself, estimated at up to 20
percent. Until something bet-
ter comes along, however,
it’s a valuable tool for
hunters and game managers
alike.
There is nothing mysteri-

ous about the procedure, and
you do not have to be a sci-
entist to learn or apply it.
Best of all, my old friend,
wildlife biologist Rod
Marburger, (Wildlife
Enterprises, 22 Laurel Way,
Kerrville, TX 78028, phone
830-257-4538) manufactures
a handsome aging board with
realistic, three-dimensional
models of deer jawbones of
various ages.  
The board has text giving

all necessary instructions for
its use, and I believe that no
serious deer camp should be
without one of these. Rod
also offers a condensed
pocket model with color
photographs of jaws of vari-

ous ages, with text.
I have no room here for a

full description of the
process, but the theory is
essentially that the older the
deer, the more tooth wear
will be evident on his cud-
chewing molars. Exactly
how to interpret this wear is
made clear by Marburger’s
products.  
After mastering the

method, which anyone who’s

interested can easily do,
many hunters save the jaw-
bones of their kills as careful-
ly as they do the antlers, and
regard them as no less valid
trophies.
Remember last week I said

that an old buck is a trophy
buck?  Well, those jawbones
are the proof of age that can
back up your trophy claims.

The Hill Country District
Junior Livestock Show
Association invites the com-
munity to the Hill Country
Cowboy Breakfast Friday.
Jan. 16 from 6-8 a.m. in
downtown Kerrville.
The free breakfast, held in

coordination with the annual
livestock show, will serve
sausage and egg breakfast
tacos with salsa, coffee and
juice.
Dr. Lloyd Leifeste. a rep-

resentative from the associ-
ation, said the purpose of
the free breakfast is to

remind the public of the
livestock show and the
important role it plays in
the community.
“The Livestock Show

Association gives all of the
money we raise after expens-
es to the kids,” said Leifeste.
“In addition, each year we
award $18,000 to $20,000 in
scholarship money.”
The Hill Country District

show is the fifth largest in the
state of Texas in the number
of registrations and the
fourth largest in the dollar
amount of sales. Each year,

about 750 kids participate in
the event.
In addition to the free

meal, the breakfast will
include entertainment such
as goat milking by communi-
ty leaders, roping dummy
competitions and trick rop-
ers.
Sponsors of the event

include the Ranch radio,
KRVL, Adams Apples, the
Kerrville Downtown
Business Association and
Kerrville Main Street.
For more information, call

896-4600 or 792-8395.

A lifelong student of the horse,
Stephen Daugherty has trained and
instructed professionally since the
age of 18 and admittedly still learns
every day. He lives and works in the
Kerrville area and is available for per-
sonal consulting, training or instruct-
ing. He can be reached by e-mail at
stephenwd@hotmail.com
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Looking a gift 
deer in the mouth

Hunting and Fishing time tables for the avid sports-person

SPORTING TIMES LUNAR TIMES
2004                   A. M.                P. M.         

January  Minor     Major     Minor   Major    Sunrise   Sunset   Moonrise Moon Up   Moon Down
9  Fri >  6:42     12:30    7:07   12:55     7:33        5:52      7:56p       2:11a        2:36p

10  Sat    7:36      1:24     8:00     1:48     7:33        5:53      8:57p       3:00a        3:24p
11  Sun    8:29      2:18    8:53     2:41     7:33        5:54      9:57p       3:47a        4:11p
12  Mon   9:21      3:10    9:43     3:32     7:33        5:55    10:57p       4:33a        4:56p
13  Tue   10:11      3:59  10:33     4:22     7:33        5:55      ------         5:18a        5:41p
14  Wed Q 10:59  4:48   11:22     5:11     7:33       5:56     12:01a       6:04a        6:27p
15  Thu   11:47     5:35     -----      6:00     7:33       5:57       1:00a       6:51a        7:16p

Major=2 hours/Minor=1 hour                   Accurate within 1 minute
F = Full Moon    N = New Moon    Q = Quarter     > = Peak activity
Tip: Fish are in their deep sanctuaries.    

Lines marked <  > indicate best fishing at sunrise or sunset!

Solunar Services, Inc.                        http://www.solunar.com

SOLUNAR/LUNAR TIMES Hunt, Texas               

Outdoors

Horse Bits

Stephen Daugherty

Livestock show to host
free breakfast Friday, Jan. 16

An original Marburger aging board is shown at right.  At left is a handmade aging
board with genuine deer jaws collected by the author’s godson while gathering data
on the King Ranch for a master’s degree in wildlife management.  The godson, Chip
Ruthven, has recently been appointed manager of the Matador Wildlife
Management Area in the Texas Panhandle.

Photos by John Wootters

Joe Cook Agency
828 Sidney Baker

Office Hours:
M-F 8am - 6pm
Sat 9am - 1pm
830 - 895-2288
888 - 235-6022

Robin Miears
Associate Agent

Ingram Middle School 
notes

Telephone co-op sponsors essay contest;
winners receive trip to Washington D.C.

Precept Bible study begins Jan. 22 in Ingram
A Precept Upon Precept

Bible study, “Sermon on the
Mount,” begins Jan. 22 at
308 Oak Ridge (Ingram
Oaks), Ingram. 
The Bible study is spon-

sored by St. Michael and All
Angels Anglican Church and
is a nondenominational
study. 
This study will help you

see whether you are pursu-
ing a faith without compro-

mise, without anxiety, with-
out being judgmental — a
faith built on rock that bears
fruit.
The Precept Upon Precept

study method is being used
across the United States and
in more than 100 foreign
countries by people seeking
to know the truths of the
Word of God for them-
selves. 
These in-depth studies are

widely acclaimed for their
practical, personal approach
to Bible study.The study
includes homework, discus-
sion and a powerful lecture
time to direct you in unlock-
ing the message of God’s
Word.
Sessions begin at 6:30

p.m. with a discussion of the
homework led by Joann
Holland, who is a certified
Precept Leader. Following

the discussion, there is a 30-
minute video lecture by one
of the Precept Ministries
International staff members. 
The Sermon on the Mount

Series will last for 10 weeks.
Cost for the workbook is
$10.
For more information on

joining the Precept study, call
Joann Holland at 830-377-
7232 or Ken Smith at 830-
367-5850.

by

is unavailable this week.


